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 1968: Computers capable of manipulating video games for entertainment purposes are created by computer scientists at General Electric. 1969: The TI-99/4, the world's first dedicated video game machine is released. This was followed by a production line of video game machines for Atari starting with the "VCS" in 1971. 1971: Space Invaders for the VCS is first playable, leading to over 200
million arcade video game machines in circulation worldwide. Atari is the first major game publisher, having over a dozen separate game systems, including Pong, which launched in 1972. 1973: The Atari 2600 video game console is released, followed by the first "blue box" cheating device. 1976: Donkey Kong is created by Nintendo for the Nintendo's top-of-the-line Famicom home computer. 1977:
The Atari 2600 game system costs $199. An update to the game system, the Atari 5200, costs $495. 1978: Star Wars for the Atari 2600 is the first console game to be adapted to the then-new LaserDisc format. 1979: The ZX Spectrum home computer is released, which sold 700,000 units, and generated over 200 add-on game devices for it by the end of the 1980s. 1981: Bill Gates, with his colleague

Paul Allen, creates the Macintosh, which was the first personal computer to use a graphical user interface, the mouse and the graphical icons. 1982: The Commodore 64 is released, which is the first popular personal computer to include a graphical user interface. 1983: The floppy disk drive, which allows the storage of thousands of programs on a standard 2 1/2 inch disk, is released. 1984: The
Nintendo Entertainment System is released, which used a cartridge-based single-game system for storing programs. It was followed by a home console, the Nintendo Famicom. 1985: The Atari Jaguar home computer is released, and brings to life new genres of video games. 1986: Atari's $15 million lawsuit against Taito ends with the release of the Taito Vectrex, a plastic-cased vector-graphics game

system. 1987: A Macintosh-compatible video game console, called the Macintosh Plus, is released. 1988: Super Mario Bros. is released, giving rise to the Super Mario Bros. series of video games. 1990: The Atari Lynx game system is released. 1991: Pac-Man creator Namco launches the Playstion and 82157476af
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